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ABSTRACT

This brief review of the Educational Resources
Information Center (ERIC) systam is intended to make users more aware
of (1) the system as a whole, (2) the process of indexing educational
literature for the database, and (3) the role of the Thasaurus of
ERIC Descriptors in the overall information dissemination process. An
overview of the ERIC system is provided, and a discussion of ERIC
vocabulary maintenance includes descriptions of the 1977 Vocabulary
Improvement Project (VIP) and tha Vocabulary Review Group. In
addition, information retrieval methods and tools for manual and
computer searching are considered; and a discussion of ERIC'Ss
indexing grovidaa general guidelines as well as detailed discussions
of educational and age level deascriptors, identifiers, and
publication typas. Further hints for relevant retrieval consider
non-subject acceass and the target audience. Also included in the text
ara 3 listing of ERIC's searchable fields and vendors' field access
labels; sample Resources in Education (RIE) and Current Index to
Journals in Education (CIJE) entries; listings of mandatory
educational and age level descriptors, publication/document types,
and descriptors corresponding to publication type categories; and a
guide for assigning pubtype codes. (KNM)

ftttttttttttttttttttttttit*t*tt*tt'titttt*tttttttttttttttttttttttt*t*t't

: Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

‘ from the original document. *
RRRRRRRAARRRRRRAAAARRARRRRARARRRARARRAARRRRRARRARARRARAARRARARARARARARARARAARRAAAARARRARR




ThRo5! &1

8§ DEFANTIENT OF EDUCH T
w:‘atmmmmw

£ WeF OBMATION
EDUCANONAL BE BOUAT »

o~ L ] »

K e e e & Fyenisten

SrQTIIg 4
nms;?nunnwmnmw
PARFRBEION Gty

o g 6 DRNIAY MBI g B
A Mm”mm el B
OF I\ pRRtan B¢ Wy

INTRODUCTION

This 11th editon of the Thesaurus of ERIC Descripiors
is significant because it coincides with the twenlieth
of the ERIC database. Both ERIC and the
To0ging Profect witin' e oot oo o 8
: 5 government (o an
information syslem known and accessed worldwid,
ERIC has grown from a database of 3,000 items to ono
of 600,000 reforences, Its Thesaurus, which bogan with
2300 core terms (compiled by ‘free indexing® 1,700
documents on teaching the disadvantaged), is now roc:
ognized as tho dofinitive vocabulary of education and a
modal for other databases,

THE ERIC SYSTEM -

The Educationa! Resources Information Center
(ERIC) is a nationa! information system established in
1966 by the federal government to provide roady
access to educationsl literature by and for educa-
lional praclitioners and scholars.' It is fundod today
by the Ofiice of Educational Research and Improve-
ment (OERI) of the U.S. Depattment of Education.
ERIC coliects and disseminats virtually all types of
print materials, mostly unpublished, that deal with
education—for example, program dascriptions and
evaluations, research reports and surveys, cumiculum
and teaching guides, instructional materials, and re-
source mntamg'

CmtmlEHu"‘atOENesubkhes icy and
oversees tho operation of the ERIC system, Centers of
educational ot universibes and essional

assoo:ahonas opm!elthGdeomé;ﬁ;;d Ci;u;d
inghouses. These Clearinghouses » BOQUWe,
process educational information in specific subjoct areas
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such as elementary, secondary, and higher education,
educational management, social studies, and
knguistics, and rural and wiban education, or
lions perform other technical sorvices for the
RIC system. Among these sorvices are maintenance of
%m koral ‘“&”m. ot'%ed pub-
Cor m'ww, ‘ odue honcopy-
ica!i%mm such as this Thesaurus,

ports, conference papors, 03, innovative
practica reports). Tha kiorature is cataloged, absiracied,
and then indoxed using key words from the controtied
vocabulary—the Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors. Ab-
stracted citations for nonjournal kterature appear each
month in a bibliographic joumnal, Resources in Education
(RI&Annohtod references 10 journal anticles aro found
n mon

area Clearinghouses. Responsible for locating. acquir-
‘i;?. and selecting literature in its respoctive area of
ucation, each inghouse indexes that material
using the terms from the Thesaurus. Thus each -
i se has a stake in the content of the
Thesaurus and contributes regularly to updating of
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VOCABULARY MAINTENANCE
The Vocabulary improvement Project

_Aller years of coflecting, indexing, and dissemi-
nating educalional Uterature, ERIC found that e
thesaure! constructions and termi developed in
1660 (when the database was established) were not
gufficien for the needs of the 1580s. The vocabulary,
sliowed 1o develop:siowly over the years, needed
some major revisions 10 bring it up-1o-cate, Many De:
scriplors entered in ERIC's carly years had become
obsolete. Others originally entered without delinitions
noeded some clasilication in order 10 be understood
and used consisiently, The hierarchical relationships
needed some rearranging in order 10 reflect cument
thinking in educalion, As a result, in 1977 Cantral
ERIC mado a major commitment 1o upgrade the qual
ity and usefuiness of the controliod vocabulary b,
revising tho Thesaurus tolally—~an unprecedented ef-
fort for an eslablished, ongoing infoimalion system.
The Vocabulary improvement thp) was under
laken to implement this unusu major rovision,
All 16 ERIC Ciearinghouses, the ERIC Processing and
Roference Facility, and usors of the ERIC system
wore asked lo participate in the project.

The projoct was conducted in two phases,
labeled “Thesaurus Review” and *Production.” Phaso |
took place between March and August 1978, during
which time Clearinghouse voca coordinators,
users, and database soarchers ciitically evalualed the
Thesaurus. By August, over 60,000 Doscriplor assess:
menis had been comploted, about 10,000 by non
ERIC personnel, The objectives of this phase were to
vorify the ulility of Thesaurus terms, identi’y probloms
requiring action, and recommend solutions,

An interim period, September and Oclober 1978,
followed Phase |, Clearinghouse vocabulary cootdina-
lors wore assigned groups of Descriptors, for which
thoy collaled and assessed Phaso ! evaluations. Hav-
i\f;lg decided that efficient retrieval was the overriding

live, the axiom ‘Usage determines meaning

N Dunng Pha. P'ﬁmmmm" ber 1978 through Sep
so r roug tem-
ber 1978) personnel wioto now Scopoe Notes and
modified old ones, merged s s terms, up-
dated ¢ . and revised crosseferences.
Over 10,000 separate transactions were prepared
over the 11-month period. All transactions weto keyed
into an interim ‘Play Thosaurus® (as distinguished
from the “real’ Thesaurus). Because of the absence of
an eleclronic mail system or onkne revision proce-
dures, the Pisy Thessurus was used 1o coordinate
across geographic distances a¥l recommendations of
the Clearinghouses and tho Facility. The Play Thesau-
fus was updated 12 times during tho projoct. ANl
suggesied adds, deleles, and changes were included
in the Play Thesaurus, identified by oniginating

Clearinghouse, and coded (approved/disapproved) by

L]

¢ 8. In this way, all VIP staff
were informed of each aclion taken on spacific teims,
Vinen they had objections of suggestions, they cou'g
1espond in 8 special ‘Comment™ figld that was incor:
pofaled within tho Descriplor display for inter:
Cloaringhouse messages. A

After tho disinibulion of tho last edition of the
Play Thesautus, Clearinghouse vocabulaty coordina:
lore and the Facilily laxicographvic slall spent several
weeks reviewing Ihe final recommendslions and o
solving unfoieseen conflicts. The working 5 of
the “new” Thesaurus wete ready by March 1080 for
use in ERIC indaxing. The master Thesaurus com:
puter lapes—as well as the RIE and CIJE resume
tiles—wore then updsled to refiact the VIP 08,

By the time tho VIP project was compleled, ex:
lensive revisions had taken place. The 1980 Thesau-
s of ERIC Descﬂ&m—Cpmpmly Revised (tho 8th
egdilion) refiected the ; over 600 new Descrip:
toes, over 1,000 deleted Descriplors, and over 1,400
new of modified Scope Notes, This edition of the
'Thospum: also refiecied deliberale changes in sexis!
ermi Y

The Vocabulary improvernent Project was a mas:
sive undertaking—an unpiecedenied effort by a large
information sysiem to sysiemat ally evalvale its -
doxing authotity, 10 cross-check it against the data
base, and to lel usage determine moaning and out:
come of each term.? Although suth a thorough rovi-
sion will not be ropeated in the noar future, ERIC
remains commitiod to maintaining a current and ac-
curate vocabulary,

the Facility lexicogra

The Vocabulary Review Group

As a rosut of the success of the V m-
provement Project, some of the procodures estabkshed

for it have boen adapled for ERIC implomenta:
tion. Three foatures in parti romain: a speciic vo-
cabulary coordnalor from each 1o moni-

tor the language o its own scope area (s0e p. v): user
partcipation in toview, .

ghouss vocabulary coordinators, the
ERIC loxicographic staff, a Central ERIC reprasenta:
ﬁw.mm{,mltwmmtym
comprise ocabulary Review :
following user groups are representod: m kbrare
fans, university lbvarians, proctitionerss, and oning
search facilties, The Review Group both initiates and
evaluales new terminology or modificaticns to exist-

The interactive natlure of the evaluation process
aflows all poinis of view to be heard before decisions
arc made in Thesaurus revisions. Etfective retnioval
remains the objective, . '

ERC contnues activoly to serve the educalional
on thes edition and suggestions for fulure editons of the

%nasmm*s-.\M'mcm.rmrmcumm'mvamuy 1979 pp. 20-2.
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Thasaurus to Alan Moorshead, Diecior, ERIC, Depan:
ment of Education, Washington, OC 20200,

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL METHODS AND
YOOLS

Retrieva! takes two forms: manual and computer
(balch or onling). For manual of balch searching,
ERIC provides several printed reference lools; fof
onling searching, a ter fermmal piovides imme:
Uiale 80cass 16 the same informalion cunwilsied from
those refererce 100ls,

Manual S8earching
Manual searching makes use primarly of the
monthly printed vorsions 0. Resources in Education

(RIE) and Curent Index 1o Joumnals in EO soation
(CIJE). Users locate titles in these pubicatons
thiough various indaxes. RIE provides a Sudect bn-
dox (made up of Major Descriplors and Major
Identiliers~sae pp, xiv and xvi), an Authos Index,* an
Institution Index (showing inslilutions responsiblo for
a documenl and/or the agency spon sovhgnt).mdn
Publication Type index (see p. xvi). in CIJE, there ate
the Subject index, Author index (see foolnote 4), and
Journa! Conlents Index (ingicating titkes of artickes
lislod by joumal names). Semannual of annual
cumulations of both publications, including thoir in-
doxos, are provided.?

Computar Sesrching

Compule‘ searching permuls a review of part of
all of the ERC dalabase (RIE and CUE) in a single
effort, climinaing the ddliculty of scan soparale
monthly or even annual catons, Computenzeo
relrieval makos possdle searches, not uniy of Major
and Minor Descripiors and Identifiers, authors, institu-
tions, specilic joumals, and Publication Types, bul

¥or 3

20402, GPO also issues

also of woids of pivases not fourd in any of the
printad ingexes. in sholl, compuler searching gives
users the oplion 1o seaich every word of the docw:
ment resume (ie., bilographic information, Descrip:
lot, idenlifiers, and absiracin of annolations) asigg
kshed in RIE and CIJE. It should ba noted that ha:
lext searching in ERC refers 10 searcl inghvigual
woids of the document resume and nol of the docy:
A3 exceplion 1o Ihis traditional quideline is

ment ilsed,
ERC's new "CRIC Digests Onlng” (EDQ& fde, made
avaiable on The Bource’s ED-Line in Apil 1808. This
new dalabase consists of approm_aa!elz 200 shor
repotis (‘dv'geals’) on cutrent issues in education pre:
pated by a¥ 10 of the ERIC Ciearinghouses, The full
loxt of each digost is onkne, and each digest can be
accessed by moeny, key words (Descriptuis trom the
ERIC Thesaurys), or fast command, Each digest also
has ils own "Nolespace' for user comments. The EDO
fdo will bo expanued gradually. Most of the digests in
EDO aro annowised in AIE and theretore can be
identified in computer searches of ERIC via DIALOG,
BRS, or 80C; however, tho full text of cach digest is
cuirenlly avaiable oning only via The Souwrce,

NOTE: Procedures for searching ihe ERIC data:
banv;xmlhamollm or oning ven:
gors, DIALOG, BRS, and SDC's Orbit. See p. xii
for the comparalive chail, ‘ERIC's Searchable
Fiolds and Vendors' Field Access Labols” of
consull the vendor training materials for spocific
onkne commands,

A roviow ol the procedures oulkned in the
ERIC’s Indexing” section of this Introduction (see p.
xid) is usoiud in Gelermening whother manua! or onkine
searching is most approprale. The relevant strategy
then can be devised ua%ma Thesaurus and possi-
bly the Identitior Authority List (se@ p. xvi),

WMMMGMWM,WrNWWnMMmEm.qumvmuummMom
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ERIC's Searchable Fields and Vendomns' Field Access Labels’
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ERIC'S INDEXING
General Guidelines

Knoning how thing 15 Storad dviously reades
iara o s 1y voch

borsture is propared for input into 3 computerized data

base facidales retrioval of thal lorature. Just as an
NGO MUS! CONSTX the user's NORds, SO Must the
ustr/secher Do aware of the ries and guUIdings

ERC’s intdoxing ams 10 proviss SUDRC a0005S
10 1ho cocumonts and articies conaned n the data:



L]

Fy | TRESMURUS OF EAC DESCRPTON

mg@Manmww& ’fomwsmi
twd tundamenial fes outweigh all glher

o ingex only what is an the dm&
¢ inoex al 1he lovel of specititity of the docwmeni,

These mics mean (hal implod slalomenls aie pol
indered, ang thal al Doscrplots (e g,
BOHOOLS, rather (han SOHOOLS or PRVATE
SCHOOLS or MEDICAL BCHOOLS) are not used un:
less that gubge@t # treated extremely broadly wn the
gocument. These.lws guidslines should be kept 0
reand b/ useis for cilaglive retrioval,

mg rdes ate sel lorth in the EAIC Process:
ing Manudl

the sysiem's official Agotonal

e BB, Vit it EAE A
n & en

stractorfindeser Workbook,!

Major pRInls efevant 1o felheval ame:

1, "ndexable’ contepls, of woids, of 8 dody:

monl a8 translaled into Piors from the

Thesayrus, Using the helps mawnian

consslency and avods prolferation or scatter:

ng of conCepls in the subject ndexes,

g Memdna!gc (ie. mullplo-woid) Desorplors
are used whanever ), fatht than two o
more Destrolors repreronling their componant
concepis. Thus SCIENCE . UM would

3 Deww!mmaswmmw subject con-
tenl, egucational level, age lovel, {mwam m
wi ol a mm

elc, (See PD. XV, KW, Kvai for ksl of Manﬂa&ory

gocumen
entry secton of CIJE, Mapr
gontfod b{ an astotisk,

5. Addional cated “Mnor" Descrip:
lm. a0 2150 assigned 1o a dooument ot jouma!

mtmmmwxmammnmmwwmmmtm,»mmmmmrmay A3 Fagty Avenge.
Sute 301, Dathesca, WD 20814, Secsons muinvart by merevat, Socron 6§ ADSTRZIAQIAMIIENRD (SeolD) ang Sect
ngummnnmmmtmrmgﬁme;mwmnmmc

fosrpcamg Servem, €D 209 OB7, ratexeg Sectom,

NOTL: Maor Desorplors appeat i the Subyect
ingexes of A ang @wz &t theretole 6an be
searched manualy Minpt Desorptors @ Aol
Ehppeat W the Sutyecl indeses bt ae §eah:
able by computer.

SAMPLE RIE ENTRY

£0 78 S €3 09 ed

Axditain Kaibgrd © And

i:mm * holon p i" Nt% Ith Pogrs o S
st Kot tbe Sind) of

Acagemy ol L8watom,

: ‘MMM of Edurauan (K,

lomm g "Lm:ﬁg'%“??
gm’u‘m m‘ﬁmﬁ?‘““""'"‘“"

mﬂ ey SRending
im;. imm tMm, Ymm Efu -

Mu;g * ml Kor Jﬁi i

!'mémp o
wmm CHPOMY AR
mmmt m lm&m of enndog
;umnwdmmanmmrumm»
As. THe 3niraduiniom euminm tve stims k1
M B ROW PItEKe Xa WMT Wik
Mt WRPHVETRITAL 30 aeading Ihiduho The
Linned ‘M“’% nd 12 o e mmm WO AW AhE
T e
%
Feadirhg W &om

CESORPIORS

smpus CIJE ENTRY
330 4n St 19 a4

tmhnn h tnﬂm tm Raen, Binen

e e el rsche %’"m"" »
@M’v’qmw *Pyrucrvay fmmmum Fdw

‘mtm ‘#‘mp?.( Ma»w "
unmfxn S Coad Py o ?mmm Pre

P lh;?mm »
Fhons waurn ompime s te et oo
m M wﬂ ﬂ wwmu mmw?ﬂ gﬂ»g:
Maﬂnqtl ﬁm Nf)

©n P irgesmg

"Reveed egnen, 1981, m ERC Morpiche Coliacion (TD 207 614) and avalabie hom the ERE Doacument Repro.aton Servoe

Ooddy,
Cabatton ket eanel, KD 219
229 OBR) ard 15 2uauEbie tom tre ERC Conumert Sapadanon Senvek.

RESPRS



MGEKNE AWD BEFREVM W ERG: TWE JDTR VEM § 20

Educarional/Age Level Descriplors
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